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A Pronouncement in the Public Interest 


ARGONAUT BAY 


CAN BE A GOLDEN ASSET FOR THE 
CITY BY THE GOLDEN GATE 


A living outdoor exhibit of pioneer shipping and transportation 

in which our children, our adults, and our visitors, will be 

strengthened in San Francisco’s heritage by being exposed to 
San Francisco’s romantic past. 





For over two years Atkins has 
heard plans to equip, as an ad- 
junct to our city’s fine Maritime 
Museum, a living outdoor ex- 
hibit of the pioneer shipping and 
transportation that have made 
San Francisco great. 

Included in the exhibits would 
bean authentically reconditioned 


Cape Horn square rigger... a” 


Bay-born“scow’’steamer...a Sac- 
ramento river boat... an early 
steam engine and rolling stock 
...Hallidie’s first original cable 
car...and others. 

To be located at Aquatic Park, 
it is to be called Argonaut Bay. 
It is a lofty and worthwhile proj- 
ect in the public interest. It makes 
sense. It will add to the glamour 
of our Bay...""The most roman- 
tic in the world.” 


Here Is Why Argonaut Bay 
Will Be a Golden Asset for the 
City by the Golden Gate 


. As a city that owes 40¢ of 
every dollar to world trade, 
San Francisco must remain 
maritime-minded and trans- 
portation-minded. No other 
city can create an Argonaut 
Bay! 

. Once equipped, Argonaut Bay 
will be self-supporting. Popu- 
lar admissions will defray 
maintenance expenses. 
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3. Without Argonaut Bay our 
Maritime Museum is incom- 
plete. With Argonaut Bay it 
will be the greatest maritime 
museum in the land. With Ar- 
gonaut Bay it will attract an 
estimated 1 million 500 thou- 
sand people per year. 

4. Our children, our adults, and 

our visitors will bé able to 

go aboard floating history- 
making sailing ships... : wit- 
ness what the early settlers ex- 
perienced when they came 
around the Horn to establish 
the new City of San Francisco. 

Argonaut Bay has the support 

of our city government, and 

labor and business leaders. 

. Argonaut Bay will be located 
at Aquatic Park...34 acres of 
unused public land with a 
sheltered lagoon ... awaiting 
appropriate development. Ar- 
gonaut Bay will not interfere 
with the recreational facilities 
at Aquatic Park. In fact, it will 
enhance them. 
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As a pioneer firm, established in 
1860 within a stone’s throw of 
the waterfront, to whose founder 
the Clipper Ships were vital sup- 
pliers of his means of livelihood, 
Atkins is interested in helping 
those civic-minded and far 
sighted people who are working 
to make Argonaut Bay a reality 
rather than a dream. 


Let’s give the City by the Golden Gate another Golden Asset! 


DURING HARBOR 


FESTIVAL AND 


WORLD TRADE WEEK, MAY 18-24 


Let’s Get Going With Argonaut Bay 
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” Northwestern Pacific #1, the day train, at Geyserville 
, headed. south August 2, 1941 with engine 142, - Ed Nervo 


“A DAY IN THE REDWOODS” 


The Northwestern Pacific today is not the passenger- 
carrying line that it once was, but don't sell’ the line 
short on the beauty to be seen along its route. Admittedly 
the branehes to Point Reyes and along the Russian River 
are gone, but the main line has much to offer--if you can 
make the trip by daylight. 

The "old days” on the N.W.P. saw passenger service to 
many points and it is interesting to recall the numerous 
passenger trains that were offered. The 1909 timetable 
from which the map in this issue is taken shows the foll- 
Owing services: 

A roundtrip to Willits, a roundtrip to Ukiah and three 
roundtrips additional to Santa Rosa all on the main line--- 
this was prior to the opening of the through route to Eur- 
eka, 

Two daily roundtrips on the Sonoma Valley Branch plus 
a third on Sunday. In addition a Southern Pacific train 
ran from Sausalito via the branch turning off at Wingo 
enroute to Calistoga via the now abandoned West Napa track- 
age of the Southern Pacific. 

The Russian River line had three daily roundtrips plus 
two "street car" runs between Eagle Nest and River Landing. 

The narrow gauge had two daily roundtrips to Cazadero 
and a daily commute run to Point Reyes. 
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Top - Russian River local #223 with engine 23 at Santa 
Rosa by Fred Stindt. 

Middle - The Day Train #2 northbound at Willits 9/1/39 
with gas-electric 904 hauling five cars, - Ed Nervo. 
Bottom - Railfan special of four ex-electric at San Rafael 

enroute to a trip over the P&SR. - Fred Stindt 
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N.W.P. #1, the day train, at Eure. on July 15, 1939 


| ready to leave with gas-electric 903 on the head- Ed Nervo 
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“A DAY IN THE REDWOODS” 


4 The schedule also showed two runs daily between Willits 
-and:Sherwood one of which was a mixed train, Two mixed 
‘trains were scheduled between Santa Rosa and Sebastopol 
as well as one mixed daily between Petaluma and Donahue. 
The branch between San Rafael and San Quentin had two 
trains daily each way. 

The Sunday trains, particularly on the Russian River 
‘line,were very heavy during the summer going as high as 
/ 14-18 cars. Towards the end, however the traffic fell 
to the point that gas-electric service was substituted 
‘for steam on many trains, On the line to Point Reyes 
sthe 900 shuttled making its connections with the narrow 
pgauge at Point Reyes. The<gas-electrics also took over 
jon the Sonoma Valley line, but the Russian River line only 
\saw one roandtrip of these cars as they could not meet the 
clearances, On the main line the gas electrics were seen 
frequently on the day train to Eureka, particularly as 
locomotives as they could haul as many as five trailers, 


; The 902-4 while referred to as gas-electrics were 

| butane powered. One went to the Milwaukee Road and: the 

» other two went to the Pacific Electric as switchers, The 
900 was purchased by the Key System as a wrecker for the 
Bay Bridge line. 
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Today only the night train is left and most fans will 
agree that the schedule is more for headend and passes 
than for the single Pullman that makes the daily run, 

Sic transit gloria mundi... 
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“A DAY IN THE REDWOODS” oe 


Top - R&LIIS "Day Train to Eureka" 6/18/49 at Ukiah. 
Middle - R&LIIS Cal-Western special 8/20/50 in the canyon. 
Bottom - R&LIIS Cal-Western special 8/20/50 in the woods. 
Photos by Fred Stindt 
The Western Railroader @ Page Six 
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The passing of the Saturday afternoon Los Gatos 
commuter train was noted by a large group of 
Bay area railfans, 53 
strong. rode the last run, and many Central 


railfans on April 25. 


Coasters were observed photographing the train 


at various locations along the branch. Here the 
train is pictured shortly after arriving at Los 
Gatos with a portion of the railfans lining their 
sights for the last time on “No. 168.” 
—Los Gatos Daily Times photo 





Complete Railfan Excur 


First bad news to befall the 
1953 excursion calendar is that 
' released by the Bay Area Elec- 
tric organization. Due to an un- 
fortunate accident their equip- 
ment has been temporarily put 
out of commission, necessitating 
cancgllation of all remaining Bay 
Area Electric excursions for the 
year utilizing their own equip- 
ment. 

Also, the Camas Prairie holi- 
day has been cancelled due to 
inability of participating railroads 
to handle their equipment as the 
organization originally planned. 


Dunsmuir Railroad Days, June 
19-20-21, with special train from 
bay area. Trip on McCloud River 
Railroad will be a feature of the 
excursion. Cal-Nevada and R&L 
HS sponsors. Fare from San Fran- 
cisco $23.50 coach, $40.50 Pull- 
man. Information from A. L. 
Lloyd, 3533 Pasadena Dr., San 
Mateo, or J. E. Turner, 1739 
Berkeley Way, Berkeley. 


; Cable Car Carnival in San Fran- 
—_ by Bay Area Electric, July 


Annual joint picnic to Big Trees 
co-sponsored by Central Coast, 
R&LHS, Cal-Nevada, and Nor- 
Cal on August 2. 


HISTORY OF THE NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC 





sion Calendar for 1953 


Nor-Cal tour on August 16 to 
Carnino, Placerville & Lake Tahoe, 
with stop at Diamond & Caldor. 

Oct. 18, Cal-Nevada’s annual 
fall trip, either to Placerville or 
Oroville by Southern Pacific. 

Bay Area Electric trip on Nov. 
1 over Key System Transit lines. 

SF Municipal Railway tour by 
Bay Area Electric on Nov. 22. 

Under undated, but proposed 
excursions are Nor-Cal’s Budd 
car trip to Colusa instead of 
Woodland, fare about $8.50; Cen- 
tral Coast and Nor-Cal San Bruno 
branch, and Central Coast 
repeat of ST&E with new steam 
engine when put into service. 
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The History of the Northwestern Pacific with rosters 
of the locomotives and electric cars is still available 
at $1.00 per copy from "The Western Railroader", P.O. 


Box 668, San Mateo, 


California. 


This illustrated 32 


page special issue covers the topic completely and 
should be in every railfan library. 


RAILROAD NEWS News of railroad activities is now carried 
; in the supplment mailed out with each issue 
instead of the main section so as to offer a maximum of 

illustrated material, 








The Western Railroader 


“For the Western Railfan” 
P.O. BOX 668, SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 
Francis A. Guido, Publisher 
Subscription: Ten issues for a dollar 
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R.R. Co. 
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